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PAC launches investigation of council hopefuls

Probe meant to prevent 'misinformation'

By Judy O'Rourke Staff Writer

LA Daily News

SANTA CLARITA - A political action committee that has dispersed fliers opposing two City Council candidates also has paid to investigate the pair, according to campaign expenditure documents filed this week.

A spokesman for the group said the investigation was needed to ensure the accuracy of brochures printed in the PAC's battle against Lynne Plambeck and Henry Schultz, two of the candidates in Santa Clarita's April 11 election.

"The investigation was to make sure we didn't put out misinformation," said Ed Colley, treasurer for Citizens for Integrity in Government. "The record of their views is the opposite of what the vast majority of voters in this valley want. Our intent is to further the public debate. We never had any intent to fund a smear campaign."

The mailers use the word "No" as shorthand to describe the two candidates' views on development-related issues and to tell voters how to mark their ballots.

Colley, a member of the board of the Castaic Lake Water Agency, said he is a decision-maker for the political committee and would not disclose the names of other member. He said the group numbers fewer than 10.

Colley and Plambeck, a member of the Newhall County Water District board, have been disagreeing on water policies.

Colley's PAC could raise money for other issues in the future and target Plambeck, he said.

"I would certainly anticipate the possibility of participating in other races in the future," he said. "If Lynne Plambeck continues to be active in the Newhall County Water District, I may intend to influence that race as well."

Net Check Investigations, owned by Jonathan Kraut, conducted research for the mailers, which are annotated with footnotes. Kraut, who unsuccessfully ran for a seat on the College of the Canyons board, said his private investigation firm performed public records archival research for the committee.

"I was concerned about untrue quotations and false recollections based on faulty memories or hearsay," he said. "If you start with factual information you have a more factual understanding of the true situation versus having a political perspective and making the facts conform to positions that may not be appropriate."

Kraut said he supports Schultz's campaign and does not have "any preference" toward Plambeck.

The PAC's outlay for fliers opposing Schultz and Plambeck exceeds contributions the candidates themselves have received. Printing and postage costs for the fliers cost $7,322 for each of the two candidates. The investigations cost $1,029 each.

Schultz has raised about $5,000 so far, Plambeck about $3,100, according to statements they've filed.

On a darker note, Plambeck said a lock was cut off a trash bin at her film recycling business, and she believes items were taken from her trash. A business colleague told her a private investigator was asking people in the film industry whether film the business recycles is considered hazardous material. A call made to a county inspector prompted an on-site investigation on March 16.

"The county came and inspected. They said someone had called and said I was illegally dumping hazardous waste," she said. The business, started by Plambeck's grandfather in 1946, was not cited.

"We look at the process, look at what end product is," said Milton Molina, hazardous material specialist for the Los Angeles County Health Haz Mat division. "She was not disposing of hazardous waste. There was none."

Prior to the inspection, a man had taken a snippet of film plucked from Plambeck's trash to another firm, identified its source and asked the owner if it was hazardous material, Plambeck said.

The man's offered a business card with the name of Chad Garrett, a security consultant-private investigator in North Hollywood, as the questioner. The investigator told the owner he was working for the city of Burbank, Plambeck said.

On Friday, Garrett said Plambeck's name "doesn't sound familiar," noting many investigators work for the firm. When asked if others would pass out his card he said "it is not likely that someone else is passing the card." He refused to answer further questions.

Terre Hirsch, who heads Burbank's License and Code Administration Department said his staff does not go through trash and does not hire private investigators. He was not familiar with Garrett's name. Hope Macaloon, a recycling specialist for the city, said it is illegal for anybody to scavenge trash left out for city pickup.

"If somebody calls us we will call the police," she said.

Kraut said state regulations bar his firm from subcontracting work to independent contractors. Colley said he believes the committee hired only Kraut for the investigations.

"There was never any intent to attack them in any personal way," he said. "We would not attack somebody on their personal life. It would be senseless to."

Schultz said he was not aware of any investigation.

Plambeck was nonplussed.

"I think it definitely speaks to the dishonest politics in Santa Clarita," Plambeck said.

Colley said the committee's next publication is a mailer supporting the three City Council incumbents.
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